Pestalozzi World India
A guide to understanding how Pestalozzi World India
educates bright children and how you can help us.

What we do?
Pestalozzi World India provides exceptionally bright
children from backgrounds of extreme poverty in
India with a child-centred education, in their
country of origin, that produces young adults
capable of changing the world.

At our Pestalozzi Village, we welcome children from
ten to eighteen years old. We assist them in
obtaining an education at one of the area's premier
schools. To participate in our programme, the
children must pass our selection process.

Location
Located in the foothills of the Himalayas, the
Indian city of Dehradun is home to Pestalozzi
World’s Indian Village which was established
in 2004.
It is a home away from home for 90 girls
and 48 boys. About one-third of its children
are Indian, one-third are from Nepal, and
the families of the other third are Tibetan
refugees.

Activites & Life Skills
In the evenings after school and at weekends
they play sports such as football and volleyball,
tend their organic gardens, learn skills such as
carpentry, cookery and needlework, participate
in clubs such as art, dance and drama, and help
prepare meals and keep their surroundings
clean and well maintained.
Many children in the Village sing in a choir and
take music lessons. Tutors come to the village
in the evening to help students with school
work.

The children receive in the Indian Village:

Educating children for
brighter futures
Our Ethos
Our work is inspired by Johann Heinrich
Pestalozzi, a Swiss social reformer and educator.
Pestalozzi believed that education is not just
about knowledge. It should instead develop
children’s ‘Head’, ‘Heart’ and ‘Hands’
simultaneously – in other words, their minds,
their character and their practical life skills. This
complete approach shapes our children to
develop the tools and skills they need to
support themselves for the rest of their lives.
They develop a strong sense of compassion as
well as confidence, needed to become future
leaders and change-makers.

Meet Indian alumni student Usha
If Pestalozzi World did not sponsor my education, my life
would have been stagnant with little opportunity in terms of a
career or personal growth.
I feel if somebody has helped me, I should help as many
people as possible, I think this is the only way we can make
the education system better.
I remember my first day at the village really clearly, my
housemother came to the gate she hugged us very warmly,
held our hand and took us to our room.
By the time I graduated from Pestalozzi World I had changed from a shy scared person to an
outward, extroverted independent person.
One thing that Pestalozzi World changed in me was it taught me the ‘head, heart and hands’ so
when I graduated, I did not think only about my career, I also thought about how I could help
society, how I should fly high but be rooted to my grounds.
Right now, I am a final year student at the National Institute of Fashion Technology in Delhi, and I
help younger students from Pestalozzi India settle in when they come to Delhi for their education.
In Sanskrit there is a proverb which says your parents are like the first teacher and your teachers
are your parents as well. The donors and all the staff are like a guru to me, I am forever grateful
for the opportunity I got and had it not been for the donors I wouldn’t be here speaking to you.

"Education is power, when you are an educated person, you think not only for yourself but for
the entire society. It allows a person to speak up for themselves and know what is right and
wrong. That’s why I think it is so important to be educated." Usha Tiru

Our Alumni Successes
Anjani Kumari Mahto Anjani
Anjani is from Jharkhand. She graduated from the
Pestalozzi Indian Village and Ann Mary School,
Dehradun in 2015.
She was then selected by Shigally Hill International
Academy, Dehradun and completed Class 12 in 2017.
She was awarded a scholarship by the Tiara
Charitable Foundation to study for her Bachelor’s
degree in Commerce at Kamala Nehru College, Delhi
University, and graduated in 2021.
She is now on a two year internship with the Gandhi
Fellowship for State Transformation under the
Piramal Foundation in Odisha.
The Piramal Foundation works for the transformation
of the public education system in partnership with
the Government of Odisha.

Sumit Bage
Sumit, who is from Jharkhand in India, graduated from
the Pestalozzi Indian Village and Brightlands School,
Dehradun in 2021. He was awarded a scholarship by the
Tiara Charitable Foundation to study for a Bachelor of
Technology in Chemical Engineering, which he started in
2021 at the Vishveshwarya Institute of Technology,
Maharashtra.
He has already donated to the Pestalozzi Indian Village.

Indian Director, Cheme, on the selection process in rural Spiti Valley in the Himalayas

How your help and donation
will transform lives:
Without the support of donors our Indian children
would face High School completion rates of just
13% (UNESCO UIS 2019z), almost none would
achieve a university qualification.

(Alumni reunion in Delhi)

By contrast 92.6% of our Indian Alumni have
achieved a degree, with many still actively studying.
This is all the more remarkable given that 80% of
our Alumni are female, facing additional barriers,
and our Alumni fund themselves through university
by working or earning scholarships.

Giving back
Our Head, Heart, and Hands teaching philosophy,
emphasises compassion and care, enabling our
students to not only excel in their chosen fields but
also to give back to their communities.
Our children inspire and become role models in their
communities as they give back. Our alumni are
frequently able to support their families financially,
and 47 percent of our alumni have volunteered to
help their communities through programmes that
benefit thousands of people.

Please help us in educating exceptionally bright
children in India, who otherwise would not have
access to an education to allow them to reach
their full potentials.
Please help our children by donating here

Please contact Indian Director, Cheme Dolma Palden,
to discuss any further questions you may have. You
can email her at: director@pestalozziworld.in

90 Girls/48 Boys
two out of every three children
we select are female.

92.6%

88%

of our alumni
hold degrees

of alumni have
remained in their
country of origin

Your donation will have a long-term
impact, transforming the lives of our
children and their communities

